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REMARKS 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U-S.C 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
5 particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention . 

1. Rejection of claims 1-9 under 35 U.S.C. 112; 

10 The limitation, in claim, "performing a rapid 

thermal oxidation (RTO) process to simultaneously 
transfer portions of the second metal layer adjacent 
to a top surface o£ the first metal layer, and oxide 
the remaining portions of the second metal layer to 

15 form a metal oxide layer" is vague because it is unclear 
where the portions adjacent to a top surface of the 
first metal layer is transferred to. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "the alloy layer". 
20 There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. 

Responses 

Claim 1 has been amended as specified in the above 
25 AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS section. Supports for the 
amendment can be found in paragraph [0017] of the 
specification as originally filed. No new matter has 
been introduced* 

30 Additionally, the limitation "portions of the first 

metal layer to form an alloy layer" is added in the 
amended claim 1 for rendering claim 1 definite and 
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providing &n antecedent basis for the limitation "the 
alloy layer" in claim 3. Therefore, the 35 U-S.C. 112 
first paragraph rejection of claims 1-9 is overcome* 
ance of claims 1-9 is respectfully requested. 



2. Objection to claim 1: 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following 
informalities t the limitation of "- oxide the remaining 

4 

portions of the second metal layer to form a metal 
oxide" should be oxidizing the remaining portions..," 
Appropriate correction is required. 



Responses 

To overcome this objection, claim 1 has been 
15 corrected as specified in the above AMENDMENTS TO THE 
CLAIMS section, as per the Examiner ' s suggestions. No 
new matter is introduced. Acceptance of the amended 
claim 1 is hereby requested- 

20 3. Allowable subject matters 

claims 1-9 would be allowable if written or amended 
to overcome the re j ect ion ( s ) under 35 U.S.C 112, second 
paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 



25 Responses 

Claim 1 has been amended to overcome the 
re jection( s > under 35 U.S. C 112 , second paragraph, for 
the reason set forth above. Accordingly, all claims 
in the present application, namely, claims 1-9 are now 
30 in condition for allowance. Early and favorable 
indication of allowance is courteously solicited. 
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Sincerely, 
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Winston Hbu, patent Agent No. 41 , 52 6 
P.O. BOX 506 
10 Morrifield, VA 22116 

U.S.A. 

e-mail r winstonhsu@naipo.com. fcw 

(Please contact me by 6-mail if you need a telephone 
communication and I will return your call promptly.) 
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